Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 4, 2026

7:30 AM

GLORIA DEI

LUTHERAN CHURCH

GATHERING IN CHRIST T SHARING HIS LOVE

We welcome all who worship with us. If you are a
guest, we are especially glad that you have chosen
to worship with us today. Our worship is always
enhanced by new faces and voices. If you are
already a part of our church family, welcome home.

130 S. Lone Oak Dr. Leesburg, FL 34748

Email: gloriadeilutheranleesburg@gmail.com

Phone: 352-787-3223
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Participating in Today’s Service:

Pastor: Reverend Tony VanCura, Pastor
Music Director: Len Cremisio
After Worship Secretary: Janet Braun

(In order to assist the Pastor, if you need the
Pastor to contact someone or address
something)

Assistant Ministers:
Reader: Kathy Bush
Crucifer: Leone Goding

Assisting Minister: Patricia Bressler

Ushers: Byron Kirkpatrick
Ritch Cassem
John Kelly
Craig Carlson



GATHERING HYMN:
ELW 803 "“When I Survey the Wonderous Cross”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism as
the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Most merciful God, have mercy on us. We confess
that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you;
And also with you.

Let us pray:

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good.
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance,
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
lLet me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
’He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,

judge between me
and my vineyard.

“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?

When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.



T will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
’For the vineyard of the LoRrD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord;
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15

Read responsively, the congregation speaks the bold lines.
’Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.

°You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.

1The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
1’Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
1“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;

1>Shehold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “PIf anyone else has reason to be
confident in the flesh, I have more: °circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to
regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ *and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. 1°T want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, !!if somehow I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, '*I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God
in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord;
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
ELW 151 “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go”
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33:46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the people:] 33"“Listen to another
parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it,
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. 3*When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce.

35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated
them in the same way. 3’Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ 3°So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. “°*“Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
“IThey said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

42]Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. **The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.”
*>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they realized that he was speaking about

7



them. **They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY:
ELW 826 “"Thine the Amen”

MESSAGE: Rev. Tony VanCura, Pastor

The assembly is seated.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may
say, "Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Please remain standing.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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BRIEF ORDER FOR HEALING

The congregation is seated

Introduction:

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign
of God come near and sent the disciples to continue
this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of
hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great
healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to
God all who are in need of healing

Prayer:

Mighty God, your Son Jesus brought healing and
wholeness to all. Bring your healing presence now to
all who are sick or in pain. Grant hope to all who are
discouraged or in despair. In your great mercy, hear
us, O God. Amen

Laying on of Hands:

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and
receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name
of the triune God.

You are invited to come forward if you wish to do so.

P: In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, be
strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you
may know the healing power of the Spirit.

C AMEN.

When all have returned to their seats, the Assisting Minister continues

A: Let us Pray.

Living God, through the laying on of hands and
anointing, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in
need of healing. When they are afraid, give them
courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when
dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure
them of the support of your holy people. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.



C: AMEN.

Blessing:

P: Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to
whom all things in Heaven and on Earth bow and
obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and
help you to know that the name given to us for health
and salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

MEAL
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need.

Deuteronomy 16:17
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord, your God, which he has
given you.

OFFERTORY: ELW 184 "Let the Vineyards Be
Fruitful”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads in prayer. Please stand at
the invitation to pray:

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and
your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....
...We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW pg. 144 “Holy, Holy, Holy”
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The Presiding minister leads the Eucharistic Prayer

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to

pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The banquet of our Lord is prepared and offered to
all. Taste and see the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD: ELW pg. 146 “Lamb of God”
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:
ELW 467 “We Place Upon Your Table, Lord”
ELW 468 "“Around You, O Lord Jesus”

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION:

Communion is open to all. We offer wine in individual
glasses, followed by the Common Cup for those who
prefer this tradition. The center ring of the tray
contains white grape juice for those who prefer juice
instead of wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available
to anyone who requires or prefers them.

COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE:
ELW 207 “"Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Please remain standing:

Let us pray together. We give you thanks, almighty
God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you

and in fervent love toward one another; for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give
you His peace.

THREEFOLD AMEN (sung)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN:
ELW 323 “"God Loved the World”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

The end of Worship -
The beginning of Christian Ministry.
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2024
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license humber #14240-ELW
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
www.gloriadeielca.com
130 South Lone Oak Drive
Leesburg, Florida 34748

Reverend Tony VanCura, Pastor pastorgdicleesburg@gmail.com

Evelyn Rollins, Administrator c. 352-787-3223
Leonard Cremisio, Music Director c. 352-638-3695

Altar Care: Crystal & Byron Kirkpatrick,
Craig Carlson

After Worship Sec.: Janet Braun (in order to assist the
Pastor, if you need the Pastor to contact someone or address something)

Counters: Jeanne Talts

Greeters:

Fellowship: Janet and John Braun
Communion Wine: Given to the Glory of God.

Altar Flowers: Given to the Glory of God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS!

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Sun. 10/4 9:30 a.m. Sunday Service/
Brief Order for Healing
Mon. 10/5 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
Tues. 10/6 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
10:30 a.m. WELCA Board Mtg.
4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Fri. 10/9 8:30 a.m. Joining Hands in

Food Ministry

NEXT WEEK’'S CALENDAR

Sun. 10/11 9:30a.m. Sunday Service
Mon. 10/12 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
Tues. 10/13 9:00 a.m. Quilting

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
4:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Wed. 10/14 9:00 a.m. First Impressions Mtg.

Attendance for Sunday, September 27, 2026: 67

ANNIVERSARY
th
Jayne and James Gable Oct. 4 57yrs.

BIBLE STUDIES
Zoom Bible Study

Please join us on Monday Evenings at 7pm for a Bible
Study that focuses on the Lectionary Texts in a structured
format provided by the ELCA (Daily Discipleship). The
meeting is hosted on Zoom and can be joined with
Meeting ID:8732742912 and the Password: 12345
We look forward to gathering in Word and Spirit with you!

Interested in Leading a Bible Study? We are looking
for individuals who feel called to lead a Bible Study group.
If you have a passion for scripture and a desire to help
others grow in their faith, we encourage you to consider
this opportunity. If you're interested or would like more
information, please speak with Christine Carlson.
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If you would like to join Gloria Dei Church, please see Pastor
Tony after our 9:30 Sunday service. You can also give him
a call at 407-765-2822.

There are Gloria Dei members of our congregation who
would come to church if they had a way to get here. We
need volunteers for our “"Rides to Church” program. If you
would like to get involved in this ministry, please call the
church office at 352-787-3223.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS.....

We need volunteers for Assisting Ministers, Crucifers
and Readers!!! If you would like to try it but need a little
more information, please contact the church office. Thank
you.

Help Host Our After-Worship Gatherings!

We're looking for volunteers to provide light
refreshments—such as snacks, coffee, and juice—after
worship on Sundays. It's a great way to extend our
fellowship and hospitality. If you’'d like to help, please
contact Marie Davids via email at mewdean@live.com.
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WELCA stands for Women of the ELCA, which means
every woman of Gloria Dei is already part of WELCA.
While participation has changed as seasons of life bring
moves, health concerns, and aging, the heart of WELCA
remains strong and welcoming.

If you are able, we warmly invite you to become more
involved through the Mary Martha Circle or Ruth Circle.
If monthly meetings aren’t possible, your help with
projects and special gatherings is always welcome and
appreciated.

WELCA's mission is “"Mobilizing women to act boldly on
their faith in Jesus Christ.” Together, we grow in faith,
support one another, use our gifts, and serve our church,
community, and world.

For more information, please see Leone, Dianne, or
Loraine.

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO COME AND JOIN THE
CHOIR!
Choir Rehearsals have already begun, but it is NOT
too late to join us!

Rehearsals are held on Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m.
Come join us and be part of this wonderful ministry!

Please speak to Len or any choir member for more
information!
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BYPASTOR

Important Notice from the Pastor

Scams are increasing, especially in churches. Please
be aware that recent texts and emails claiming to be from
me are not from me.

Please remember:

. I will never ask for money or gift cards.

. I will never use “"Rev.” as part of my name in a
text.

. Always verify the actual phone number or email
address.

. If you receive a suspicious message, please call me
directly before responding.

When in doubt: STOP e VERIFY e CALL.

Be safe in Christ always,
Pr Tony
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reminder that the next G|OI‘IOI1 article subm|SS|ons
are due Wednesday, October 21st.

Pastor Tony will be away attending the
Conference on Ministry with our clergy of the ELCA
from October 5 to October 7. During this time, he
will not be in the office, but can still respond to emails
as needed. He will return to his normal office hours on
October 12,



> Prager

MATTERS

Pastor Tony invites all

to come join him on

TUESDAY MORNINGS
FOR PRAYER AT 10:00AM

lTogether we can lift our hearts,
our church and our community in prayer.
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