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GLORIA DEI

LUTHERAN CHURCH

GATHERING IN CHRIST T SHARING HIS LOVE

We welcome all who worship with us. If you are a guest, we are especially
glad that you have chosen to worship with us today. Our worship is always
enhanced by new faces and voices. If you are already a part of our church
family, welcome home.

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic
greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize
in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity
expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus
Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in
word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to
our faith.

Participating in Today’s Service:

Pastor: Pastor Lynn M. Fonfara
Music Director: Len Cremisio

After Worship Secretary: Joan Davis (In order to assist the Pastor, if you need the Pastor to
contact someone or address something)

Assistant Ministers

Reader: Kathy Bush
Crucifer: Vaike O’'Grady
Assisting Minister: Patricia Bressler
Ushers: Crystal Kirkpatrick, Byron Kirkpatrick, John Kelly,

Craig Carlson



Prelude:
WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
PREPARE FOR WORSHIP: ACS 1037 "“Christ, Our Peace” (3 times)

Christ, Our Peace
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Christ, our peace, come, make us one bod-y in you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign tht is marked at baptism as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 414 "“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE: ELW 166 "This Is the Feast”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into
your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-
giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is
good and then rests on the seventh day.

'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, “the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. °Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. “ And God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. ° God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

°®And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let
it separate the waters from the waters.” ’So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. ®God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

?And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. ' God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. ‘' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. ' The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. '° And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

*And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, > and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.” And it was so. '®God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. ' God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth, ‘®to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '° And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

0 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” “* So God
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of
every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. ?* God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply
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on the earth.” ° And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.

** And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”
And it was so. “°> God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and
the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good.

’°Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

’/So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
’8 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” °° God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. °° And to every beast of the earth and to every
bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. ** God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

>’ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their
multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. °So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God
rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

“@These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 8

Read responsively, the congregation speaks the bold lines.

1O LoRD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe and avenger.
*When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them? R
°>Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
°You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
7all flocks and cattle,

even the wild beasts of the field,
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“the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,

and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
°0 LoRrD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s
partnership.

[Paul writes:] ' Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen
to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love
and peace will be with you. '* Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the
saints greet you.

'3The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 174 "Celtic Alleluia”
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to
baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'®Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. '” When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they
doubted. ®* And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. '° Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit “° and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.”

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 684 "“Creating God, Your Fingers
Trace”



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, "Peace be with you,”
or similar words.

The assembly is seated.



MEAL
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Deuteronomy 16:17
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord, your God, which he has given you.

OFFERTORY: ELW 682 "To God Our Thanks We Give”
To God Our Thanks We Give
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads in prayer. Please stand at the invitation to pray:
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW 525 “You Are Holy”
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The Presiding minister leads the Eucharistic Prayer

Holy God,

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,...
in your church, without end.

Amen



*THE LORDS PRAYER (Spoken)

(Those who wish may hold hands as a sign of Christian unity).
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD: ELW Page 182-183 Setting 7

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All Baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Those who do not wish to
commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing (fold your arms
over your chest).
The Body is available as bread or gluten-free Host.
The Blood is available as wine (large chalices) or non. -
alcoholic juice (small chalice).
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The appropriate response is: Amen.
During the distribution, please pray silently or join in singing.

HYMN: ELW 735 “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”
ELW 826 "“Thine the Amen”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Please remain seated:

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 412 “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Voluntary

The end of Worship -
The beginning of Christian Ministry.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2024
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license number #14240-ELW
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
www.gloriadeielea.com
130 South Lone Oak Drive
Leesburg, Florida 34748

Pastor Lynn M. Fonfara ¢, 952-240-8523

Evelyn Rollins, Administrator ¢, 952-787-9223

Leonard Cremisio, Music Director e, 952-638-2605
Altar Care: Crystal & Byron Kirkpatrick,

Craig Carlson

After Worship Sec.: 9:30 a.m Joan Davis (in order to assist the  Pastor, if
you need the Pastor to contact someone or address something)

Counters: Jean Talts
Greeters: 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship: Vaike O’Grady

Communion Wine: For May is given to the Glory of God.
Altar Flowers: From Jim Rieb
In honor of June’s Birthday.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS!
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sun. 5/31 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m. Secret Ballot Vote

Mon. 6/1 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study

Tues. 6/2 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

NEXT WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Sun. 6/7 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Brief Order For Healing
Mon. 6/8 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
Tues. 6/9 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Fri. 6/12 8:30 a.m. Joining Hands In Food Ministry

Attendance for Sunday, May 24, 2026: 61
BIRTHDAYS

June Rieb June 1st
Marilyn Wahl June 3™

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Bob Pierce and Susan Stack June 4" 26yrs

BIBLE STUDIES

Zoom Bible Study

For the Monday Zoom Bible Study we are learning about St Julian of Norwich,
using YouTube Videos, with discussion following. We meet Every Monday at

7pm. Contact the church office for the Zoom meeting link.

Interested in Leading a Bible Study? We are looking for individuals who
feel called to lead a Bible Study group. If you have a passion for scripture and
a desire to help others grow in their faith, we encourage you to consider this
opportunity. If you're interested or would like more information, please speak

with Christine Carlson.
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS.....
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We need volunteers for Assisting Ministers, Crucifers and Readers!!! If
you would like to try it but need a little more information, please contact the
church office. Thank you.

22

Help Host Our After-Worship Gatherings!

We're looking for volunteers to provide light refreshments—such as snacks,
coffee, and juice—after worship on Sundays. It's a great way to extend our
fellowship and hospitality. If you’d like to help, please enter your name
on the kitchen counter sign-up sheet or contact the church office.
Thank youl!

Missed the Gloria Dei Video Presentation? Watch It Online!

Last Sunday everyone got to see the new Gloria Dei Video/slide presentation.
In case you missed it or would like to see it again or invite someone else to
view it, there is a link to the video posted on the homepage of our website for
your use.

HELP WANTED: MEDIA PROUCTION SPECIALIST

Gloria Dei is looking for 1-2 part-time people with tech skills to manage our
church's media production. Responsibilities include camera operation and
livestreaming to Facebook/YouTube, audio mixing and media booth
management, Sunday service presentation production, and volunteer training
and occasional tech support. 3-5 hours per week, including Sunday morning
services. Contact Vaike O'Grady at 512-827-6344

or ogradyvaike@gmail.com if you or someone you know would be perfect for
this PAID position.
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Thanksgivings & God-sightings At the end of worship each week we will
take time to lift up those people and events for which we give thanks to God,
and those times we have seen God present among us.
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Articles for the July/August Glorion are due by Monday, June 22"
Getting everything in on time helps us stay on track to review and publish the

newsletter by Tuesday, June 30*. Thanks so much for your cooperation and
timely submissions!




