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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 15, 2026 

                                   9:30 AM                  
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We welcome all who worship with us.  If you are a guest, we are 

especially glad that you have chosen to worship with us today.  Our 

worship is always enhanced by new faces and voices.  If you are 

already a part of our church family, welcome home.  

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the 

story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares 

the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s 

beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints 

our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily 

lives. 

Participating in Today’s Service: 

Pastor:           Pastor Lynn M. Fonfara  

Music Director:   Len Cremisio 

After Worship Secretary:    Joy Yonko (In order to assist the Pastor, if you need the 

Pastor to contact someone or address something)  

Assistant Ministers 

 Reader:         Linda Hide 

 Crucifer:         John Kelly 

 Assisting Minister:     Claudia Fetter 

  

Ushers: Crystal Kirkpatrick, Byron Kirkpatrick, John Kelly,                                                                                       

Craig Carlson 
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Prelude: 
 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The assembly is seated 
 

PREPARE FOR WORSHIP: ELW 801  “Change My Heart, O 

God” 
 

Please Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
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In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  ELW 614  “There Is a Balm in Gilead” 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE:  ELW 154 Kyrie (Sing 3 times) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. 

By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 

darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and 
did not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the 
anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as 
the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I 

have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with 

oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded 

and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, 

“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified 

Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his 

anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, 
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“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. 

And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy 

and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn 

of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the 
spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM:  Psalm 23 

    

  
1 The LORD | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 

they | comfort me. R 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my 

enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
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SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our 

lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing 

to God. 
 

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 

Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all 

that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing 

to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; 

rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what 

such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ELW 176  “Lenten Acclamation” 
 

GOSPEL:  John 9:1-41 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as 
spiritual blindness to the things of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent 

me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he 

had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and 

those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, 

“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then 

how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
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sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 
 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 

mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to 

ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the 

Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they 

said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was 
born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 

do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were 

afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that 
this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he 

is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 

open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We 

know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 
not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is 

an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet 
he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys 
his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, 

“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 

And they drove him out. 
 

   



8 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found 

him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, 

“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 

worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 

judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who 
do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were 

with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not 

have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

The gospel concludes: 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW 780   “Shepherd Me, O God”  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated.   

MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
A second collection is received today for our hunger ministry   
 

Deuteronomy 16:17  
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord, your God, which he has given you. 
 

OFFERTORY:  ELW 185  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  Please stand at the invitation 
to pray: 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS:  ELW 189  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The Presiding minister leads the Eucharistic Prayer 
 

O God triune, … The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

O God triune, … The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
 



10 

In the night ...  
 

Gathered around this table ...The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
 

O God triune, … The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
At the conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer, all say: 

Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 

*THE LORDS PRAYER (Sung) ELW Pg. 305 

(Those who wish may hold hands as a sign of Christian unity). 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 

our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the pow’r and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. 

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

LAMB OF GOD:  ELW 198  “O Lamb of God” 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All Baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Those who do 

not wish to commune are invited to come forward to receive a 

blessing (fold your arms over your chest). 

The Body is available as bread or gluten-free Host. 

The Blood is available as wine (large chalices) or non.- 

alcoholic juice (small chalice).  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:  

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The appropriate response is:  
Amen.  

During the distribution, please pray silently or join in singing. 
 

HYMN:  ELW 779  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

             CHOIR:    “Agnus Dei”   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Please remain seated: 
 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

         SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  ELW 793  “Be Thou My Vision”  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Voluntary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of Worship –  

The beginning of Christian Ministry. 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2024 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license number #14240-ELW 
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Altar Care:        Crystal & Byron Kirkpatrick, 

                                                   Craig Carlson 

  After Worship Sec.:   9:30 a.m Joy Yonko (In order to assist the     

Pastor, if you need the Pastor to contact someone or address something)   

  Counters:          Arlene Kelly, Lillian Ostrander 

  Greeters:   9:30 a.m.                                                       

  Fellowship:                                                        

 Communion Wine:  For March is given by Nancy and MaryJean   

Kancel in loving memory of Allen, Emma and Helen Weber. 

 Altar Flowers:   Given to the Glory of God 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
THIS WEEKS CALENDAR 

Sun. 3/15             9:30 a.m.      Sunday Worship/ 

                                                      Hunger Offering 
Mon. 3/16             7:00 p.m.      Zoom Bible Study 

Tues. 3/17           10:00 a.m.      Morning Prayer 
Wed. 3/18             9:30 a.m.      Call Committee Meeting 

                                4:00 p.m.      Lent Service 
                                4:30 p.m.      Soup & Bread after Service 

                                4:30 p.m.      Choir Rehearsal 
 

                   NEXT WEEKS CALENDAR 

Sun. 3/22             9:30 a.m.      Sunday Worship 
Mon. 3/23             7:00 p.m.      Zoom Bible Study 

Tues. 3/24           10:00 a.m.      Morning Prayer 
Wed. 3/25             9:30 a.m.      Call Committee Meeting 

                                4:00 p.m.      Lent Service 
                                4:30 p.m.      Soup & Bread after Service 

                                4:30 p.m.      Choir Rehearsal 
Fri. 3/27             9:00 a.m.      LWR Quilting 

      9:00 a.m.      Mary Martha Circle 
 
   

 

Attendance for Sunday, March 8, 2026:   

      BIRTHDAYS 

               Elizabeth Sanguedolce            March 15th 

   Patricia Bressler                  March 17th 

               Jerry Eld                      March 17th 

 

                                           BIBLE STUDIES 

                                                                                                                                      

                                        Zoom Bible Study 

For the Monday Zoom Bible Study we are studying 1 Corinthians for 
Everyone, by NT Wright.  We meet Every Monday at 7pm. Contact 

the church office for the Zoom meeting link. 
 

Interested in Leading a Bible Study?  We are looking for 
individuals who feel called to lead a Bible Study group. If you have a 

passion for scripture and a desire to help others grow in their faith, we 
encourage you to consider this opportunity.  If you’re interested or 

would like more information, please speak with Christine Carlson 
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                              IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

No Flowers During Lent 

In keeping with the solemn season of Lent, there will be no flowers in 

the sanctuary from February 18 through April 2. This practice helps 

us reflect prayerfully as we journey toward Holy Week and Easter. 
 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS….. 
 

                                                                                          

                         Readers Needed for Palm Sunday 

On Palm Sunday we will proclaim the Passion of Matthew, a 
powerful telling of our Lord’s suffering and sacrifice. This reading will 

be shared by several voices, and we are seeking 4–8 volunteers to 
serve as readers.  If you feel called to take part in this important 

proclamation of the Gospel, please contact Pastor Lynn by email 
(pastorgdlcleesburg@gmail.com) or phone (352-249-8533).  Thank 

you for helping bring the Passion story to life for our congregation. 

                                                                                     

                     Soup Supper Volunteers Needed! 

Join us in serving during Lent! Volunteers are needed for Soup Suppers 

on Wednesdays, February 25–March 25, starting at 4:30 PM right 

after the Lenten service. A sign-up sheet is available in the 

Fellowship Hall. We’d love your help—thank you for serving!    
 

                                                                                    

We need volunteers for Assisting Ministers, Crucifers and 

Readers!!!  If you would like to try it but need a little more 

information, please contact the church office. Thank you.     

                                                          

                                                 

Help Host Our After-Worship Gatherings! 
We’re looking for volunteers to provide light refreshments—such as 

snacks, coffee, and juice—after worship on Sundays. It’s a great way 
to extend our fellowship and hospitality. If you’d like to help, please 

enter your name on the kitchen counter sign-up sheet or 

contact the church office. Thank you!              

mailto:pastorgdlcleesburg@gmail.com
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  Order Easter Plants. Honor or memorialize a loved one or 

special event by ordering Easter plants to decorate the sanctuary. 
Fill out the included form and return it by Sunday, March 29th. 

Thank you for helping make our Easter celebration beautiful and 

memorable!                                                                                                                                                                                                               

        HEART OF FLORIDA WELCA SPRING GATHERING 

Saturday, March 14th, Registration is from 9am-9:45am at 

Salem Lutheran Church, 7900 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando 

FL.  Please respond to Secretary, Arlene Kelly at 605-999-4555 or 

email her at nlbdmom@yahoo.com by March 8th.  $15.oo cash on 

arrival and the theme is “Worry No More!”  Women of all ages are 

Welcome!  

                                               
                  WELCA Spring Fashion/Salad Luncheon 

                            Tuesday, March 24, 11:30am 

Clothing & Jewelry will be by Fashion Labels.  Charity has not been 

established.  Please bring your friends & family for fun.  Please also 

bring a salad for about 6-8 ladies.  Sign up sheet will tell us how many 

to set up for.  Thanks in advance.  The WELCA Board                                 

                            

 

Articles for the April Glorion are due by March 25th Getting 

everything in on time helps us stay on track to review and 

publish the newsletter by Wednesday, April 1st.  Thanks so 

much for your cooperation and timely submissions!      

                                                                                                                             

mailto:nlbdmom@yahoo.com
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