Worship Plan for Sunday, July 12, 2026
7% Sunday After Pentecost
09:30 am — Leader’s Edition

GATHERING SONG - Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW 533
1 Open now thy gates of beauty,

Z1ion, let me enter there,

where my soul in joyful duty

waits for God who answers prayer.

Oh, how blessed is this place,

filled with solace, light, and grace!

2 Qracious God, I come before thee;
come thou also unto me;
where we find thee and adore thee,
there a heav'n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou,
let it be thy temple now!

3 Here thy praise 1s gladly chanted,
here thy seed 1s duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted,
bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all I hear may be
fruitful unto life in me.



4 Thou my faith increase and quicken,
let me keep thy gift divine;
howsoe'er temptations thicken,
may thy word still o'er me shine
as my guiding star through life,
as my comfort in all strife.

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
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that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all; And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE P.139
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you; And also with you. Let us pray:

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13
9For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
g0 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed 1n the thing for which I sent it.
2For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and 1t shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
’To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.

30ur sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
‘Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts
to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the
holiness of your temple.

>Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O
God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.

"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
5Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at
your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

] “You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very
plenteous; the river of God 1s full of water.
Y ou prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
Y ou drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its
increase.



"You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.

2May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.

3May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the
valleys cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set
you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has done what
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own
Son 1n the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the
flesh 1s death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 1s life and peace.
"For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, %and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him.



OBut if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells 1n you..

The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew; Glory to You O Lord.

!That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the
sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat
and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went
out to sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the
birds came and ate them up.

>Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of
soil. ®But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good
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soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. ?When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what 1s sown in the heart; this 1s what
was sown on the path.

20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; ?'yet such a
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 2As for what was sown among thorns,
this 1s the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. >*But as
for what was sown on good soil, this 1s the one who hears the word
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of our Lord; Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruits of All Creation ELW 679
1 For the fruit of all creation,

thanks be to God.

For these gifts to ev'ry nation,

thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,

silent growth while we are sleeping,

future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
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In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will 1s done.

In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,

in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will 1s done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,

most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

MESSAGE — Rev. Tony VanCura, pastor

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, we pray for your

one holy church where we serve at the direction of your Holy Spirit
to your glory, with willing hearts and open arms.

We give thanks for the generous Spirit of compassion, care, and
support within our congregation; Gloria Dei Lutheran Church who
serves your people in the Leesburg area and all whom you place in
our care. Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Grant us the wisdom, understanding, and strength to see Your hand
caring for your people in the leaders of our city, state, nation and
world. Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

The Sick: Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to
those of us who know rejection, and shelter to those of us who
have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick into your
healing presence (especially). Are there others? Give all your
fullness of joy. Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Holy Father, we pray for our Church families. This week we
pray for the joys, sorrows, cares and concerns of Rita Moritz, Brian

12



and Karen Mundy, Vaike O’Grady, Lillian Ostrander, Jim and
June Rieb. Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we acknowledge we are all sheep of your flock;
Children of one heavenly Father: and brothers and sisters in Christ;
ALL whom You lovingly bring home to everlasting life. Lord in
your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always; And also with you.
Share the peace.

OFFERING Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840, v. 1

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

lyrics reprinted with permission — One License: A-728523.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your
love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit
from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our
thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. P.144
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG) (REPEAT WHAT YOU HEAR)

Our Father...

Who art in Heaven...
Hallowed be...

Thy name...

Thy Kingdom come...
Thy will be done...
On earth...

As in Heaven...

Please give us...

All that we need...
And forgive us...

All our sins...

As we forgive...
Those who harm us...
And lead us not...

Away from you...
15



~ 4 measure modulation ~

For the Kingdom...
And the power...
And the glory...
Are yours now...

Forever...
And ever...
Amen...
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The banquet of our Lord is prepared and offered to all. Taste and
see the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD. P. 146
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DISTRIBUTION: BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN ELW 474

COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and
preserve you unto eternal life.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840, v. 2

Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed;
And guard us through all ills in this world, and the next!

lyrics reprinted with permission — One License: A-728523.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you
have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you His
peace.

THREEFOLD AMEN (sung)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547
1 Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper 1s ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.

Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Serve the Lord; Thanks be to God
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