
Indicator Definition
Leading or 

Lagging
Best Paired With Bullish Signal Bearish Signal

A/D 
(Accumulation/Distribution)

A volume-based indicator that measures 
the cumulative flow of money into and 
out of a security.

Lagging Volume indicators, OBV, RSI
Rising A/D line while price is 
flat or falling

Falling A/D line while price is flat or 
rising

ADX (Average Directional 
Index)

Measures the strength of a trend but not 
its direction.

Lagging
Trend indicators like 
moving averages

ADX rising above 20-25 
indicates strengthening 
trend

ADX falling or below 20 indicates 
weak trend

Aroon Indicator
Identifies the beginning of a new trend 
and measures how long the trend has 
been in place.

Leading
Trend-following indicators, 
ADX

Aroon Up above 70 and 
Aroon Down below 30

Aroon Down above 70 and Aroon 
Up below 30

Bollinger Bands
Uses standard deviation to create upper 
and lower bands around a moving 
average to indicate volatility.

Lagging RSI, MACD
Price touches lower band 
then moves higher

Price touches upper band then 
moves lower

CCI (Commodity Channel 
Index)

Measures the variation of a security's 
price from its statistical mean.

Leading Trend indicators, MACD
CCI crosses above 0 (mild), 
above +100 (strong)

CCI crosses below 0 (mild), below -
100 (strong)

Coppock Curve
A long-term momentum indicator used to 
identify major bottoms in the stock 
market.

Lagging Long-term trend indicators
Curve turns upward from 
below zero

Curve turns downward from above 
zero
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Detrended Price Oscillator
Removes trends from price to focus on 
cycles and short-term patterns.

Lagging Cycle analysis tools DPO turns up from a low DPO turns down from a high

KST (Know Sure Thing)
A momentum oscillator that combines 
multiple rate-of-change values to identify 
trend reversals.

Lagging MACD, moving averages KST crosses above signal line KST crosses below signal line

MACD (Moving Average 
Convergence Divergence)

Shows the relationship between two 
moving averages of a security’s price.

Lagging RSI, volume indicators
MACD crosses above signal 
line

MACD crosses below signal line

OBV (On-Balance Volume)
Uses volume flow to predict changes in 
stock price.

Leading Price trend, MACD
OBV rising with price 
confirmation

OBV falling with price confirmation

Parabolic SAR
A trend-following indicator that shows 
potential reversal points in price.

Lagging Trend-following indicators Dots appear below price Dots appear above price

ROC (Rate of Change)
Measures the percentage change in price 
between the current price and a price 
from a previous period.

Leading
Trend indicators, 
momentum oscillators

ROC crosses above zero ROC crosses below zero
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RSI (Relative Strength Index)
Measures the speed and change of price 
movements to identify overbought or 
oversold conditions.

Leading MACD, trendlines
RSI crosses above 30 or 
moves out of oversold

RSI crosses below 70 or moves out 
of overbought

SMA (Simple Moving 
Average)

Calculates the average of a selected range 
of prices, usually closing prices, by the 
number of periods.

Lagging MACD, RSI, Bollinger Bands Price crosses above the SMA Price crosses below the SMA

Stochastic Oscillator
Compares a particular closing price to a 
range of prices over a certain period to 
identify momentum.

Leading MACD, RSI
%K crosses above %D in 
oversold area

%K crosses below %D in 
overbought area

Stochastics
A momentum indicator that compares 
closing prices to recent trading ranges.

Leading RSI, MACD
%K line crosses above %D 
line

%K line crosses below %D line

TRIX
A momentum oscillator that displays the 
percent rate of change of a triple 
exponentially smoothed moving average.

Lagging MACD, moving averages TRIX crosses above zero TRIX crosses below zero

VWAP (Volume Weighted 
Average Price)

Measures the average price of a security 
adjusted for its volume over a given 
period, mostly used intraday.

Lagging
Intraday strategies, RSI, 
volume analysis

Price rises above VWAP Price falls below VWAP
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Williams %R
A momentum indicator that measures 
overbought and oversold levels.

Leading RSI, Stochastic
Rises above -80 from 
oversold

Falls below -20 from overbought
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